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note on private street works act, 1892
The making up of unpaved private streets requires a procedure
which is laid down in the Public Health Act, 1875, and the Private
Street Works (Adoptive) Act, 1892. Under the former, notices are
served upon the owners—i.e. the frontagers—by the Local Authority,
calling upon them to do the work of paving, etc., according to plans,
sections, and specification: failure to comply entitled the Local
Authority to do the work and recover the cost on a basis of frontage.
In the Act of 1892 a provisional apportionment is served upon the
frontagers, who may object within a month; usually the objections
are dealt with satisfactorily and the work proceeds. Under this
Act the cost may be apportioned by " degree of benefit ", instead of
entirely pro-rata to frontage method, and it is in cases like this that
objections arise. It is difficult to convince a frontager that he
should pay at a greater rate than that required by frontage measure-
ment.
There is something to be said for the longer frontages bearing a
greater charge than the short frontages, since there is a better
amenity value with the former
The Author has adopted with satisfactory results a method which
embodies both the frontage and the " degree-of-benefit" method.
Half the total cost of the work is apportioned on a frontage basis
and half on an equal basis; i.e. each separate frontager pays an
equal charge for half the total cost. Thus the narrow frontages
pay a little more and the wide frontages pay a little less than if the
apportionment were on a frontage basis only. The scheme works
well and it has generally been accepted as a fair basis.
In the case of a complete estate, private or municipal, it is easy to
carry out the street works and to make an equal charge against each
house, whether corner house or one with narrow frontage, and
irrespective of whether some streets are of a full bye-law width and
others of some lower width (see New Streets Act, 1951).
It is understood, of course, that any street on an estate which
is over bye-law width is a town planning road; the cost of paving
the additional width must be borne by the Local Authority.

